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Abstract - A short and stereoselective synthesis for both a- 
alloyohimbane and dl-epialloyohimbane using one and the same 
starting compound G presented. 

We recently developed a new synthetic methodlV3 which permits the preparat- 

ion of l-, 2- and 3-monosubstituted 1,2,3,4,6,7,12,12b-octahydroindolo[2,3- 

alquinolizine 1 derivatives possessing the C(lZb)H-C(l)H, C(12b)H-C(2)H and 

C(12b)H-C(3)H relationship, respectively, cis or trans at will. We have now -- 
explored the applicability of our methodlm3, for the preparation of dl- - 
alloyohimbane 2 and g-epialloyohimbane 2, which formally are 2,3- 
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About 30% of the starting material (compound 1) was recovered. 

Moreover, a partial overreduction of compound 1, leading to 

compound(s) i, (M+ at m/g 382) could not be avoided. If the used 



622 M. LOUNASMAA and R. JOKELA 

reaction time (24 h) was exceeded, the overreduction became more 

pronounced. 
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